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INTRODUCTION 

The authority for driving and aircraft towing within an aviation maintenance context represents a specialized 
skill set crucial to the safe and efficient movement of aircraft on the ground. Those entrusted with this 
authority are adept at operating specialized ground vehicles designed for towing and repositioning aircraft 
during various stages of maintenance and ground-handling operations. This responsibility demands a 
comprehensive understanding of the unique challenges associated with maneuvering diverse aircraft types, 
coupled with a commitment to stringent safety protocols. Individuals with driving and aircraft towing 
authority play a pivotal role in coordinating the precise relocation of aircraft between maintenance facilities 
and other operational areas, contributing significantly to the overall safety and effectiveness of ground 
operations within the aviation maintenance domain. 
 
ISSUE 
Recently, issues arise when individuals without proper authorization take control of driving company vehicles 
and towing aircraft. This situation is particularly worrisome because those lacking proper authorization may 
not possess the requisite training and familiarity with specific protocols, thereby introducing potential risks to 
both personnel safety and the integrity of the aircraft. Avoidance of such occurrences is imperative. 
 
HAZARD MAY ARISE 

1. Compromised Security: 

Unauthorized access to aircraft and ground vehicles undermines the security of the aviation 
maintenance facility. This could potentially open the door to more significant security breaches if not 
addressed promptly. 
 

2. Safety Hazards: 
 Untrained individuals may not be familiar with the specific safety protocols and operational 
 procedures involved in driving and towing aircraft. This lack of knowledge can lead to accidents, 
 collisions, and injuries to personnel. 
 

3. Aircraft Damage: 
Inexperienced individuals operating ground vehicles and tow trucks may inadvertently cause damage 
to the aircraft. This can include collisions, scratches, or other forms of structural damage, resulting in 
costly repairs and potential flight safety issues. 
 

4. Regulatory violations: 
Unauthorized driving and towing activities may result in violations of aviation regulations and industry 
standards. This could lead to legal repercussions, fines, and damage to the company's reputation 
within the aviation community. 
 
 

DRIVING & TOWING AUTHORITY 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THOSE DRIVING & TOWING WITHIN LANDSIDE: 
 

1. TRAINING & CERTIFICATION: 

 Employees involved in driving and aircraft towing must undergo comprehensive training 
programs to acquire the necessary skills and knowledge. 

 Certification in aircraft towing procedures, safety practices, and emergency protocols is 
mandatory to ensure a standardized level of competency. 

 
2. LICENSING: 

 Individuals must possess a valid and appropriate  
driver's license to operate vehicles on the airfield. 

 Compliance with any additional licensing  
requirements imposed by aviation authorities, such  
as specific endorsements or classifications, is essential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. EQUIPMENT FAMILIARITY: 

 Proficiency in operating ground support equipment (GSE), such 
as tow trucks, is necessary for safe and efficient towing. 

 Ground personnel should be well-versed in the limitations and 
safety features of the towing equipment they use. 

      
 

CONCLUSION 

In a nutshell, the establishment of driving and towing authority within an aircraft maintenance 
company is not only a regulatory requirement but a fundamental component of ensuring safety, 
efficiency, and precision in the aviation maintenance environment. Unauthorized personnel should 
refrain from operating any type of company vehicles or towing aircraft as well. Only individuals with 
the proper training and authorization should engage in driving activities or aircraft towing, ensuring 
that these tasks are executed with precision and in adherence to established protocols. This not only 
safeguards the employees themselves but also protects valuable company assets. 
 
 
 

3. EXPERIENCE AND COMPETENCE: 
 

 Minimum experience requirements help ensure 
that individuals handling towing operations have 
practical knowledge and expertise. 

 Continuous assessment of competence through 
evaluations and performance reviews is essential 
for ongoing proficiency. 
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