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Repercussions of Using Expired Products — Findings from
Recent Safety Audit

Overview:

A recent safety audit has revealed critical issues involving the stocking and use of expired products. These
findings present significant safety, regulatory, and operational risks. This safety bulletin highlights the
repercussions of stocking and using expired products and outlines the required corrective actions to ensure
the safety and compliance of all personnel.

1. Safety Audit Findings:

a. Stocking of Expired Products:
e Numerous expired materials, including chemicals, raw materials, and sealant tube, were
discovered in storage.
e Expired products were improperly stored with active stock, leading to confusion and an increased
risk of accidental use.
b. Use of Expired Products:
e Insome cases, expired products were found to have been used in operations, despite being past
their expiration date.
c. Ineffective Inventory Management:
e There was a lack of proper labeling and tracking systems to monitor product expiration dates.
e Regular inventory checks were not consistently performed, allowing expired products to
accumulate.

2. Repercussions of Stocking Expired Products:

1. Health and Safety Hazards:

o Expired chemicals and raw materials may degrade and become unstable, posing fire, toxic

exposure, or contamination risks to employees.
2. Regulatory Violations:

o Stocking expired products violates regulatory standards, such as those set by Aviation Local
Authority, OSHA, FDA, or other governing bodies. This can lead to significant fines, penalties,
and legal action.

3. Operational Disruptions:

o The presence of expired products in storage creates clutter and operational inefficiencies,

slowing down processes and complicating inventory management.
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Repercussions of Using Expired Products:

Compromised Product Quality:
o Using expired raw materials can result in defective or substandard products, leading to
customer dissatisfaction, recalls, and financial losses.
Health Risks:
o Expired chemicals may have altered compositions, increasing the risk of harmful reactions or
exposure, leading to potential injuries or illness among employees.
Legal and Financial Consequences:
o Using expired products can expose the company to lawsuits from customers or employees if
injuries, health issues, or defective products arise as a result.

Corrective Actions:

Immediate Removal and Disposal:
o All expired products must be immediately identified, segregated, and safely disposed of
according to regulatory guidelines.
Enhanced Inventory Management System:
o Implement or upgrade an inventory management system that tracks expiration dates and
issues automated alerts when products are nearing their expiration.
o Conduct regular inventory audits to ensure expired items are promptly removed.
Clear Labeling and Organization:
o Ensure all storage areas are properly labeled with clear expiration dates, and expired products
are stored separately from active stock awaiting disposal.
Employee Training and Awareness:
o Provide mandatory training for all employees on how to handle, track, and dispose of expired
products. Emphasize the importance of checking expiration dates before use.

. Conclusion:

Stocking and using expired products pose serious risks to employee safety, product quality, and
regulatory compliance. Immediate action is required to address these issues, prevent future
occurrences, and protect the organization from legal and financial repercussions. Management is
committed to enforcing the necessary changes and ensuring all personnel are aware of their
responsibilities in maintaining a safe and compliant work environment.

Remember: Quality and Safety are everyone’s responsibility.
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